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R utledge, Henry Dyer Went home to his Lord on September 10, 2009. He
passed peacefully with his wife and children by his side. Active in the furniture
industry for over eighty years, Rutledge became an icon in the industry. His wisdom
was sought by executives of furniture manufacturers and retailers alike, as his
expertise on historical influences in the design and craftsmanship of furniture made
him unique. His leadership skills embraced the core value of people and endeared
him to all who met him. He was born in Hubbard City, Texas, January 2, 1914 to
Mylous Rutledge and Minnie Goodwin Rutledge. Henry’s family moved to Dallas in
1919. He began his career as a young delivery boy, with Titche-Goettinger in 1928,
remaining there until joining Sanger Harris in 1947. In 1975, he became General
Manager of Weir’s Furniture and played an instrumental role in the transition of
Weir’s from a small store to a multi-location industry leader. After retirement from
Weir’s in 1989, Rutledge enjoyed his role as a consultant to furniture manufacturers
and retailers well into his ninth decade. Mr. Rutledge enjoyed serving as an interim
pastor for several small churches throughout the southwest, teaching Bible classes,
and serving as a sponsor of the youth choir at his beloved First Baptist Church of
Dallas, where he was a member for over 60 years. Mr. Rutledge was predeceased by
his first wife, Venita, and daughter Anna Rutledge Williams. He is survived by his
second wife Frances, daughter Paula Starnes and her husband John, daughter Lynda
Cleveland, son Ken Cleveland and his wife Terri, 7 Grandchildren, and 4 Great
Grandchildren. Visitation will be at Restland Funeral Home, 13005 Greenville
Avenue, Dallas on Sunday, September 13, from 3pm until 5pm. The service will be
held in the Sanctuary of First Baptist Church, 1707 San Jacinto, Dallas, Monday,
September 14, at 1 pm. Memorial gifts may be made to First Baptist Church, Dallas,
Texas. — Henry Dyer Rutledge: Furniture industry icon was ‘an inspiration’ By
EUNAKA KIRBY / The Dallas Morning News Henry Dyer Rutledge, an icon in the
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furniture industry for decades, died Thursday at age 95. “Everybody who was
anybody went to him for furniture,” said James Bryant, a longtime friend. Mr. Bryant,
founding dean of what is now Criswell College, said two things helped make Mr.
Rutledge unique and iconic. “He studied,” Mr. Bryant said, and “he had these
incredible people skills.” Mr. Rutledge was sought out by many for his expertise on
furniture, Mr. Bryant said. “He brought the world to Dallas and Dallas to the world,”
he said of his friend’s travels as a buyer. Mr. Rutledge began his career in 1928 as a
delivery boy for the Titche-Goettinger department store, where he remained until
going to work for Sanger Harris in 1947. In 1975, he became general manager of
Weir’s Furniture Village and helped transform the store from a small shop into a
multi-location industry leader. Mr. Rutledge was born Jan. 2, 1914, in Hubbard City,
Texas. His family moved to Dallas in 1919. After retiring from Weir’s in 1989, Mr.
Rutledge became a consultant to furniture manufacturers and retailers. Mr. Rutledge
was referred to as “Pop” and “Uncle Henry” to people whom he had taken under his
wing when he was youth choir sponsor at First Baptist. He was a member of the
church for more than 60 years. “He was a rock, inspiration — definitely a spiritual
guider,” said Barbara Word of Round Rock, Texas, who sang in the First Baptist youth
choir. Kelly Anderson, a registered nurse who served as Mr. Rutledge’s caregiver for
several months said: “He had something to give even a perfect stranger. That’s his
legacy — the example he’s shown to others.” Mr. Rutledge was an interim pastor for
several small churches and taught Bible classes. He is survived by his wife, Frances;
daughters Lynda Cleveland of Austin and Paula Starnes of Lewisville; son Ken
Cleveland of Agoura Hills, Calif.; seven grandchildren; and four great-grandchildren.
Services will be at 1 p.m. today at First Baptist Church Dallas, 1707 San Jacinto St.
Memorial contributions may be made to First Baptist Church Dallas.
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Cindy posted:

My memories of Uncle Henry are too many and too special to put into words. He was always there
with words of wisdom. He was there every day with me when my Mom (his younger sister) was in
ICU and driving me to the funeral home to be with me as | made arrangements. My daughter and |
will miss him but | know where he is and even with tears I'm happy for him.

September 9 at 7:00 PM

Pat Finney posted:

It's been almost 2 years since he departed and | think of him often. | miss him terribly, but know he's
with my Mom and grandmother with God. A Last Goodbye In every life there comes a day To take a
stroll and walk away Yet in our life, our darkest hour We feel His love, His awesome power For those
we love and leave behind Our life preserved within each mind The cherished love of those so dear
We seek to show we'll still be near And even though you may not see Through Him you know we'll
always be In every action in every deed We'll be there in times of need We go ahead and prepare the
way To honor the promise made one day This house He built on solid ground Awaits the day we'll all
be found So do not sorrow, do not despair But look to Him, find peace in prayer For He knows when
the time draws nigh For your own walk, a last goodbye. ~ pkf ~ March, 2011

September 9 at 7:00 PM
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Memories only last if you share them

Join us in honoring Henry by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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